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NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

SCRUTINY PANEL 1 - FOOD POVERTY

Thursday, 23 July 2020

PRESENT: Councillor Meredith (Chair); Councillor Russell (Deputy Chair); Councillors 
Roberts and Smith

Co Optee

Officers

Paul Foster, Emmanuel Church

Geraldine Mahney, Customer Services Manager
Tracy Tiff, Democratic and Member Services Manager

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence was received from Councillors Bottwood and Russell.

2. DEPUTATIONS AND PUBLIC ADDRESSES
There were none.

3. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2020 were signed by the Chair as an accurate 
record.

4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The meeting adjourned at 19:05 hours and reconvened at 19:20 hours in order that the 

Scrutiny Panel could consider the draft conclusions and recommendations.

The Scrutiny Panel then considered the draft conclusions and recommendations and made 
the following comments and made suggestions to the draft document as attached to the 
minutes.

The Scrutiny Panel queried whether contractors operating on behalf of the Authority were 
living wage employers.  It was highlighted that there is a difference between being an 
accredited Living Wage employer and an employer adopting a Living Wage Policy.

It was noted that the School Holiday Voucher Scheme implemented by the Government due 
to the Covid19 situation was not something that the Scrutiny Panel had had discussions on 
and should therefore be removed from the conclusions of the report. It might however be 
beneficial for the Panel to recommend to the Overview and Scrutiny  that food poverty is 
revisited.

Further recommendations were suggested for inclusion in the report of the Scrutiny Panel:

That it is recommended to the West Northamptonshire Authority that it is an accredited 
Living Wage employer.

That it is recommended to Cabinet and the West Northamptonshire Authority that a town 
wide initiative is investigated regarding the provision of free breakfasts that some schools 
are needing to provide free breakfasts to pupils.
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That it is recommended to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the Scrutiny Panel 
undertakes a further mini review revisiting food poverty due to the Covid19 situation.  

That Cabinet, in working with other Organisations, designates Food Poverty Champions for 
the town and the Food Champions attend monthly Welfare Reform meetings.

That, in respect of the funding provided to the voluntary and community sector is 
considered.

AGREED: That the updated conclusions and recommendations, as appended to the 
minutes, would be included with the draft report of the Chair of this Scrutiny Panel.

The meeting concluded at 7:00 pm


